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Among the very first white men to visit the Piank-
eghaw Indian village that occupied the sfite of
Vincennes ware the devoted missionaries of the Jesuit
order of the Catholic church. These consecrated fath-
ers were possessed of a burning zeal to bring Christ-
ianity to the members of the Savage tribea. The

first Catholic church at Vincennes was srected short-
ly after the settlement of the town. It was a rude
gtructure of logs set perpendicularly in the ground,
twenty by 9ixty fest in si-e and without windows.

Heat was provided hy an open fire on the earthen floor,
the smoke escaping through a hole in the thatched roof.
Rude puncheon bhenches were used by the worshipers.

This original church stood until removed for the preg-
ent edifice in 1826. Within its dingy walls Tather
Pierre Sibault, the patriot priest of the 014 North-
waest, administered to the Prench inhabitants of the 014
Post the oath of allegiance to the cange of American
liberty. 3Before its door Gen. Henry Hamilton surrender-
ed Port Sackville to Colonel George TRogerds Olark on

- Pagbruary 25, 1779.

Mhe present church, now ‘Nearly ' a century o0ld, was re-
garded as the finest building in the stats at the time
of completion. 1Its construction called for nanv sacri-
Tices on the vart of loyal members of the parish. The
large columns which supoort the roof are native trees,
brought to Vincennes by rafts on the Wabash. Tunds for
completing the structure were accumulated by the ship-
ment of grain and supplies to New Orleansg by flst boats.
Thig was done under the personal direction of the vil- '
lage prlesJ

The church was ten years in the building.
In 1834 the Diocese of Vinecennes was created and +this

01d church was raised to the dignity of a Zathedral.
Father Simon Gabriel Brute was consecrated as the first

hishop. He and hisz three immediaste successors sre hur- . -

ied in the crypt baneath the altar. In the tall slen-
der spire of ths 013 Cathedral 8till hangs the small

bell that announced to the inhabitants of Virncennes the
surrender of ZEngland's army %o the American forces dur-
ing the Revolution.
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South of the Cathedral a library and a rssidence
-for the parish priests were erscted later, On
Hay 6, 1934, the one-hundredth anniversary of the.
birth of the Diocese of Vincaennes will be celebrated
with pageantry and liturgical ceremony.
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The foregoing brief sketch of ¥incennes Cathedral
was printed by the 018 Post Association, Curtis G,
Shalke, President. Tor additional dats and informa-
tion, reference is made to illustrated articles by
Kate Milner Rabb and William Herschell appearing re-
gpectively in the India nanolis Sunday Star, Tarch, 25,
1934, and the Indianapolis Ilews, April 28, 1934,
Copies of both articles are included in the material
‘gubmi*tted by District 24,
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